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Not every one, that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, 

| ſhall enter into the. Kingdom of Heaven ; but 

- he that : doeth the will of my Father which 5 
in Heaven. 


Y Evertheleſs not as I will, but as thou will, 

Not my-'will, but thine be done, were 
| | the meck and tender words of entire 
Reſignation to the Will of his Heavenly Fa- 
ther,, which the great Saviour of the World 
uſed, juſt after he had. prayed, that this Days 
bitter Cup might be removed from him ; whilſt 
his ſoul was exceeding ſorrowful even to death 1n 
his dreadful Agony in the Garden; when he 
was immediately entring on the ſeycreſt part 
of his Dolorous Paſſion, going to encounter 
the utmoſt Rage of his Enemies, both Wick- 
ed Men, and Devil, to endure the Denial and 
Treachery of his Friends, nay the Accurſcd 
- Death of the Croſs it ſelf: and all this only 
for our ſakes ; as on him were laid the Iniqui- 
ties of us all. 

Towards our right entertaining of which 
nexpreſſible Love, endeared to us by ſo 
many Circumſtances of Mercy, increaſed bv 
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ſo many degrees of Humulity in him, and Un- 


worthineſs in us, and now 'fo nearly approach- 


ing us in the yery hour ; What is the beſt 
Preparation . that we .can . make'? What, the 
moſt beneficial Ufe of 'it > What. kind of Gra- 
titude, though none can' be equal to'it, Yet 
what 1s fittcſt for us to return for it? What is, 
or can it be other than this, that we alſo, on 
our part, ſhould endeavour to. do the will of 
his, and our Father which is in Heaven ? © 
To this purpoſe, 1f we will take the Advice 
of this Saviour himſelf ; And whoſe can we 
better take, cither conſidering his Wifdonr or 
Goodneſs ? For which his Name was Wonderfad, 
Counſellor, the mighty God, the everlaſting Fa- 
ther, the Prince of Peace : | we will hearken 
to his Counſel, he frequently admoniſhes us, 
that it 1s this he expects from us, this he re- 
quires of us, for-all he had done, and ſuffer'd 
for us; which was ſo much, as would haye 
been to any other, cither Man, or Angel, in- 
ſupportable. | 
Particularly here in my Text, he exprefly 
tells us, that, for all this, he demands of us 
not only our ſaying to him Lord, our open pro- 
icfling of his Doctrine, though that without 
queſtion ; nay, as we ſhall find, not only our 


believing him to be the Lord, the Great 
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than the other ; but our ſcrious ſubmiſſion to 
all his Divine Precepts ; our ſincere perform- 
js what he has mjoin'd, and enabled us to 
perform, his holy, and juſt Commands ; our 
crucifying what he has taught us to crucifie, our 
own Wills, and Luſts ; our truſting, and not 
only our truſting to his Death, and Reſurre&ti- 


on, but our being made Conformable to them by 


dying to Sin, and riſing to Newneſs of Life. All 


which in other words 1s no more, nor no leſs, 


than our doing the will of his Heavenly Father : 
For this, ſays St. Paul, is the will of God, even ' 7%: 


your ſandtification. = 


In the 6th of St. Lake, the like ſenſe as this | 
m my Text 1s expreſs'd by way of Queſtion, 
and Reproof ; Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and p,; ... 


do not the things which I ſay ? 


In which two Parallel Scriptures, firſt, that - 
which 1s to be doze 1s ſtyled in St. Matthew, 
the will of my Father, 1n St. Luke, the things + 
which IT ſay. The terms indecd are different, 
but the meaning 1s the ſame. For did not our 
bleſſed Redeemer often aſſure us, that he only 
came to fay, and- to do the Will of his Fa- 
ther 2 Was not his coming, and living, and. 
dying, and rifing again 1n the Flcſh, the cftect 
of Gods ſecret Will from all Ererniry * And 
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his Teaching was the publication of God's re- 
-ycar'd Will ro Mankind. 


2dly, In both -places the ſame 'phriſe, fay- 


-7Np to me, calling me, Lord, Lord, 1s uſed, and 


repcated. By which 15 ſignified the moſt pub- 


4ick owning of Chriſtianity ; our acknowledg- 


ing the truth- of -his Goſpel ; and (as the beſt 
Interpreters -cxpound 1t ) ſome kmd of true 


belict in him too, as the Great Lord of Heaven, 


and Earth, and*the only Author, and Finiſher 


of our Faith. 


3dly, That which he-preters before ſuch a 


Protcilon, - and ſuch a Belict, he calls Doing 


the will of my Father, Doing the things which 


1 fay ; 'thar s, honeſtly, and heartily, without 
reſerve, with earneſt itention, and undiſlem- 
-bled diligence, to practiſe the Commands of 


Chriſt, as the Sayings of the molt Divine Law- 
giver, and as the Will of God himſclt. 
According' to which explanation of theſe 
words, the whole ſubſtance of ' both Texts 
may be contained in one general propoſition. 
That in order 0 our being the true Di- 
{ciples of Chriſt ; to our partaking the great 
frunt of his death, and interceſſion, which 1s 
the Kingdom of Heaven; *tis not enough, that 
we conſtantly profeſs his Religion, nor that 
we ſ{tedfaſtly beheye 4t to be true ; unleſs to a 
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teddy Profeſſion, to a Farth' unfeigned, we. 
add a conſcientious obedience to his Laws:- 

Now towards our right underſtanding the: 
full importance of this weighty Truth, ana! 
applying it- to: our own Hearts, and Confci- 
ences, be pleaſed-that I draw it into three par-+ 
acular Concluſions: 

Firſt, That our outward: profcflion of the 
Faith, our ſaying to, and calling Chriſt Lord, 
was not in the leaſt reprehended- in thefe 
words, but only compared, and made inferior 
to ſomething elſe, that 1s of greater concern: 
ment: in Religion; our Doing the Will of his 
Father. — 

2dly, That it 1s poſſible for our Sayiours Fol- 
lowers, in ſome ſenſe, to do'the Will of God ;- 
irr ſome ſuch ſenſe, as ſhall be accepted of God: 
himſelf, and *by him rewarded, inthe King-: 
dom of Heayen, with: that' Life, art! Immor- 
tality, which was brought to light in the Goſpef,' 
the Doctrine of- that Kingdom: - 

3dly, That its not only poflible, but abſolute- - 
Iy neceſlary for all Chrifttans, nor only to calh. 
on Chriſt's Name, not only to aſſent to, and be-- 
heve his Doctrine, but'to do' the will of God; 
and the things our Saviour hath ſaid : The doing 
thoſe things being that alone, which can make 
us Chriſtians not-only-in Name, but in 0 

wy Firit. 
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Firſt then, the reaſon, and purport of the 
Negative part of my Text, 1s rightly to be 
ſtated. Not every .one that ſays unto me Lord ; 
IWhy call ye me Lord ? It was not here objected 
againſt any of our Lords Hearers, as a fault, 
that they ſolemnly owned his Doctrine, and. 
declared themſelves Bchevers of it ; That 
could not be ; But the caſe was thus : | 

Our Bleſſed Saviour, 1n all his Precepts, ſo 

_ earneſtly endeavoured to free the World from 
a Phariſaical Religion, to perſuade Men to an 
uncounterfeit Holineſs; thac oftentimes, in 
compariſon to this, he ſeemed to undervalue, 
and to ſpeak ſomewhat ſlightly of the qut- 
ward forms, and ſhews of Religion : whereby 
he did never 1ntend .to condemn any of the 
External expreſſions of Godlineſs, but only to 

' give the internal ſincerity a due place, and 
preferenge before them, as undoubtedly it de- 
ſerves. 7 
Thus he ſays, Wo to you, Scribes and Phari-. 

Sc. 1. ſees, Hypocrites ; for ye make clean' the out- 
© ſide of the Cup, and of the Platter. The Wo 
1s not denounced againſt their waſhing the 
-outfide, but their outward Hypocritical'clean- 
neſs ; whillt they defiled the inſide, within they 
were full of extortion, and ran : elſe thar 
cleanſing the outſide had been allowable, nay 
yery commendable. a 
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Let none bedeceived : A Decency, and Pu- 
rity of Life, and a Comclincs of Worſhip, 
as It was all along enjoined 1n the Law, fo it 


, was far from being forbidden, or threatened ; 
-:4t was always cnjoined too in the Goſpel. 
Our moſt Holy Religion 1s alſo pure and an- 


defiled: The vitible Solemnity of its moſt 
Spiritual Offices in Publick Worſhip, was here 
frequently encouraged, never reproved, but 
only Mens reſting 1n that alone. *Tis true, 
without reality, all Ceremony is Hypocriſie : 
but with reality, a well-moderated Ceremony 
is the Ornament -of Devouon, as inward At- 
fection 1s the:Lite of it. — (O00 


Thus alſo our Saviour fays, Wo to you, $ cribes, of Art | ; 
and Phariſees, Hypocrites ; For ye pay Tithe of © © | 


Mint, and Aniſe, and Cumin. The Curlſc is 
not levelled againſt their mo{t punctual obſcr- 
yance of theſe ſmall things ; bur their neg- 


le&ting the Great. He adds, 7 heſe things ye 


ought to have done, yet not to leave the other un- 


done': that 1s, to have «done them both, but 
not both with an cqual Zeal, and Applicatuon. 
The exception 1s made againſt Mens pleading 
their carneſtneſs, and exactneſs in things of Icls 
moment,” for their excuſe, ter-their” praiſe, 


when they omitted the weightier things of the 
Law, Judgment, Mercy, and Faith. 
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Thus  Iikewiſe :our- Lord repeats and con- 
firms what God, by the Prophet, had faid 
before ; I will have Mercy, and not Sacrifice. 
And not Sacrifice ! What will not God ac- 
cept of Saerifice'? Did not he preſcribe to the 
Zews (every. part, - and' circumſtance of their 
Sacrifices ? And does he not now expect 
from us, not only a Spiritual, but a Bodily 
Worſhip to ſucceed in thar place 2? Does he 
require Mercy, and 'defpife Worſhip ? No ; 
He only refuſes that Worſhip, where Mercy 
is wanting : When Religion 1s made the pre- 
tence, or cover of Rapine, Cruelty,” or Sa- 
crilege : When cither-the obſervance, or for- 
bearance of ſome particular Temporary Inſti- 
rutions of it 15 made deftructive to the great 
Law of Charity-; which 1s of Univerfal, and 


Eternal Obligation. 
And by this Meaſure we are to Interpret 


my Text. Not every one that ſays unto me 


Lord : Why call ye me Lord 2 What could be 
their offence m- ſo ſaying, and ſo calling him ? 
Were they not all bound to call him fo? 
Does not our Lord himſelf ; who Loved, and 
practiſed Pronuſing, and Blefling far more 
than Threatning , and- Curfing 5 Yet, Does 
not he threaten, that he will leave them under 
the moſt heavy Curſe, who ſhall deny him, 

or 
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or be aſbamed of himand his words before Men? ** Ti 
He will. deny them, and be aſhamed of them, S Lak 
when he ſhall come in his. own Glory, and in bis* 
Fathers; and of the Holy Angels. 

It. cannot < hFe H be the Profeſling of 
Chriſtianity, bu the bare Profeſling it, and 
Mens Contradicting: that Profeſlith in their 
Wor, that 1s here cenſur'd. Our Saviour 

rds not our calling hum Lord, except we 
wil ſubmut.co his Dominion ; commands us 
not to give him that Majcſtick Title in empty 
Compliment, but to obey his Authority as 
our Lord ; not by calling our {clycs Chriſtians, 
Ins holy and ele& Children, and yet living 
unſuitable, ungodly Lives, to, diſcredit _ 
Faith : but to undergo the great Obligations 
of Chriſtians ; and fo co let his Faith _ the 
Credit, as moſt certainly it has in it ſelf thc 
Power, .of amending .our Lives. 

.;For, he wiſcly,. and divinely forcſaw, that 
DIE Dianour's WAs; Uks to redemand. to: his 
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need not fcar what the Jewiſh, or Heathen; or 
Mahometran. World could do, or devife- a- 
gainſt the Power of Godlineſs ; if there were 
morc Power of Godlineſs inthe Chriſtian World. 
Chriſtianity 1s for ever invincible from with- 
out : It 1s,only in danger from within, of be- 
ing wcaken'd, and undermined by the Looſ- 
nefs- and Treachery of ts own Mcmbers. 

Alas! has not the Chriſtian Church always 
run-the greateſt Hazards from Men, who pre- 
tend. to 11s Communion; from the Diflentions, 
the Ammoſities, the Schiſms, the corrupt O- 
pinions, and Converſations of Chriſtians ? As 
Chriſt himſelf was betraid by one, who dip*t 
w:th him in- the ſame Diſh, who kiſſed bim, 
and called him Lord and Maſter. 

Wherctore to forewarn us of this, was his 
ch:et intention: in this, and other the like Scrt- 
ptures, ſo that from his queſtioning them, Why 
they call 4 him Lord, and did not what | he ſaid. 
We are only to karn, which of theſe he pre- 
fcr'd before the, other; not-to conclude that 
he rejected the--other. © Our calling him Lord, - 
Our jj acknowledging of his Faith, he did 
never reject, but always require. We are 0- 


| bliged to call him» Lord,” if we believe him to 


be ſo. We muſt bear, and appear to others 
to bear tus Crofs, if we will have any ſhare L. 
TE : 
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his Kingdom.. *Tis true, from the. emptineſs 
of the Heart, the Mouth. may ſound: and 
ſomerimes- perhaps the louder, b<cauſe of that. 
emptineſs. But yet out. of:the abundance of. 
the Heart the Mouth will, and muſt ſpeak. 1. 
grant there may be, and, God knows, too of. 
ten 15 an outward Profcflion,. where there 15no- 
inward Belict. . But where-cver therc 1s an 1n- - 
ward Belicf, there will be an outward Profel. 
ſion ; there ſhould be a manifeſt Declaration 
of that Belict,, by ſuch a Worſhip, and Devo-. 
tion, ſuch a reaſonable Service, that, in the V4- 
fble, as well as Inviſible Part of it, becomes 
Men, rational Creatures, to offer up to Gods; 
and ſuch alſo as 1s fit for God to reccive, who : 
1s-4 God of Order, and not of Confuſion... 

That 1s my Firſt Particular ; Our ſaying TO,-. 
our calling Chriſt, Lord, 1s expe&ted, and com- 
manded.. Only it 1s of lefs efficacy to Salyati- 
on, than our doing the Will of his: Father. 

And - may we not hence, 1 paſling, recol- 
le&, that. if our gracious - and mercitul Lord : 
himſelf did .ſo ſeverely -reprove all thoſe Pro- 
feſſors of his Faith, who, though they readily 
called him Lord, and ranked themſelves in the 
Number of his Diſciples ; yet went not on to - 
hve, and act, as became that Holy Profeſſion, - 
to which they. had given up their Names: 

What. 
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What Opin;on then mni{t our Saviour have, 
what Judgment will he pals at the laſt Day, on 
all thoſe his ſeeming Followers, who go not 
ſo far in the Ways of God, and Goodnels, as 
they did, whom ba ſo ſharply here reprchend- 
ed, and, in a manner, rejected? If he Curſed 
the Fig-Tree, that bore no Fruit, and Con- 
demned it never to bear Fruit more : what 
will he ſay to them, who bcar not ſo much as 
Leaves. 

What ſhall become of them, who, whileſt 
they ſcruple not to boaſt their being Chrifti- 
ans, yet are ſo far from minding to do what 
Chriſt has ſaid, that they ſcldom, or never ſeri- 
ouſly call him Lord ? If the moſt diligent and 
aſliduous attending on the Publick, and Pri- 
vate Service of God, will not fave us alone ; 
What Hope then can they have, what Bleſſing 
can they expect, who are notoriouſly defective 
even in that? What Condemnation muſt they 
deſerve, who come ſhort in that very Duty, 
which, at beſt, by it ſelf, comes ſhort of Salva- 
tion ? except 1t be accompanicd with our doing 
the Will of our Heavenly Father. 

And what 1s this Will of God to be done by 
us ? You have heard, it is the ſame with the 
things our Saviour has ſaid. That 1s, in ſhort, It 
1s the pertect Rule preſcribed us in his Word, 
| concerning 
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concerning our Bchaviour towards God, our 
Selves, and other Men ; comprehending all 
his Precepts of Manners and Picty ; thoſe new 
Evangelical Commands, which he himſelf in- 
rroduced ; thoſe Moral Laws, which he con- 
firmed ; thoſe natural Laws, which he conti- 
nued; yea, he adyanced, and hcightned both 
theſe Laſt, and incorporated them into the 
Goſpel : which therefore 1s altogether a Do- 
ctrine ſo univerfal, that it omits not any the , 
leaſt Religious Duty ; ſo Holy, that it admizs/ 
not of any the leſt Mixture of Sin. £ 7 
This is the Will of God, Theſe the things. 
our Saviour has ſaid. But how ſhall I now- 
make good my ſecond Inference ? How 1s it- 
poſſible for us to do all this ? 
Alas! they, that ſeriouſly ſtudy, and truly. 
know their own Hearts, muſt needs confels;. 
that they cannot do it. And they that nei- 
ther know, nor ſtudy their own Hearts, have 
not they far more reaſon to confeſs, that they 
cannot ? Alas !' the Impemitent never regard. 
the Performance of it ; and are not the moſt 
Penitent, even by being ſo, conſcious to them- 
ſelyes of the Breach of it 2 
Could the doing of all this have been with- 
in the power of our own Nature ? No.. That 
will rather retard, and overthrow, than pro- 
mote 
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mote the doing of theſe things. From our 
Nature, as it 15, Corrupted, we may rather 
look tor the violation of every one, -than'ithe 
Accurate Practiſe of all the Chriſtian Rules. 
From Humane Nature, as it ſhould and might 
be of it ſe!f, corrected by good Education, 
and Diſcipline, ennobled by the Principles of 
Prudence and Virtue, and Honor. even thus 
we could only expect .at moſt the doing what 
it ſelf tcaches, never what a higher, Super- 
natural Law-giver-commands. 

Can any Man therefore ſtand before a 
Judge ſo Righteous 2 Can any Creature be 
clear in the ſight of God, who cannetbar- 
diſcover the leaſt In:quity ; and yet cannot in- 
dure to behold any? Muſt we not all, yaeld, 
that 1f Tot the hearers of the Law, but the doers 
of it ſhall be juſtified, none ſhall be juſtified 2? 
That if the calling our Saviour Lord be too 
little for us to do, the doing what he ſays is far 
too much for us to undertake ? 

In this deplorable diſtreſs, which way 
ſhould we have turnzd our ſelves 2 To what 
can we have recourſe for Aſhſtance * To 
what, but to the Gracious Favour, the bound- 
le{s Mercies of the ſame Saviour ? His bloody 
Sweat, his pierced Hands, his wounded Side, 
his dying Heart, his meritorious Death 2 Thee 

only 
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only. is-able to make this difficult Work poſſi- 
ble : And if we will contribute our Part, our 
very little Part, and of it (elf very inconſide- 
rable, however then it will make this Work, 
notonly poſſible, but caſte. 
© Be pleaſed then to take this along with 
you, that our doing what our Saviour has ſaid, 
that is, the whole Will of God, maypbe wor" 
tryed by the Diſpenſation of the Law, or the 
Goſpel. _ - 
The Legal Rule of old, exacted an entire 
Perfection in every Part of Mens Practiſe : 
Which it 1s Raſhneſs for any Man, on his own 
ſingle Strength to attempt, impoſſible to effe&t. 
The Evangelical Rule requires the doing what 
we do, with Integrity ; and the doing it not 
by any Truſt in our own Sufficiency, bur in 
the Saccour of the Divine Power, and incſit- 
mable Love. Let but the Senſe that we have 
done Ill, and the Striving to do Well be our 
own ; though not properly our own neither, 
bur in a Goſpel Senſe'our own ; and then the 
well doing will be ſuperadded by the Favour 
of God himſelf. |, 

And here 1s the great Diſtinction between 
the Firſt Covenant, and the Second. In the 
Firſt Covenant, that of Works, Mankind was 
for it ſelf, by it ſelf to obey all the Laws of 
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' we donot alone attempt the' hazardous Work: 


haye A Mcdiator ' ro bear our . Sins ; 
to fupply us with” Divine Grace: 


But we 


| We arc here too t6take"tipon us; burindta- 
| Tone to take-upon, us, the Fulfilling the Law of 


God. -. If we will earneſtly endeavour it, and 


_ perfiſt; in the Ex pdeayor, with unwcaried-Perſc- 
_ verance, then ' that” God who! would - have 
| been the Puttiſher' of Se we” break; ot:nep- 


Ie&;” and mult; be, "if any, the Rewarderiof 
what WC perfarm, that G6d is as itwere joIn- 
ed withus in the Obligations is engaged by a 
never-failing Tromuſe of one who is Truth it 
ſelf, and therefore cannot lye, to help our In- 
abilities, to paſs (the our Onnthons, ro: pardon 


our Tranſgrefſions.* etal I 4s peeve. 


How then can Tut ever beable fafficiendy to 
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on ſuch a comp alcat Obedience, and'fo inex- 


_ cuſably failed, and deſeryed the Puniſhmenr of 
' that Failure. ** 


In the Second Corthanic ig of Grace 
we donot alone attempt the hazardous Work: 
But we have a Mcdiator to bear our . Sins ; 
to ſupply us with Divine Grace. 


| We arc here too to take 'tipon us, but-not a- 
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lone to take upon us, the Fulfilling che Law of 
God. It we will carneſtly endeavour it, and 
perſiſt in the Endeavor with unwearied Perſe- 
verance, then' that God, who- would have 
becn the Puniſher of 'what we break, or neg- 
lect, and muſt, be, 1t any, the Rewarder of 
what we perfarm, that God is as it were jOIN- 
cd withus in the Obligation; is engaged by a 
nceycr-failing Pronuſe of one who 1s Truth it 
{clt, and therefore cannot lye, to help our In- 
abilitics, to paſs oY our Onufhons, tO PRe: 
Our Tranſgrefſions.” CEEAT Sie 12 
How then can we ever be able ſufficiently to 


 Admure, how to Comprehend with all Saints, what 
1s the Br eadth, and Length,and Depth,and Height ; 
and to know the Love of Chriſt, which paſſeth 


Mnowledge ? According to this happy Deſign 
of the Geſpel, the whole Summ of God's 
Laws, and of our Obedience, 1s repreſented to 
ils 
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jt F = earch randard, [ E; iS judged tO | 
Galle) ill of God, equivalent; co/all, who. 
docs; whas. he' docs "with an upright Hearr, 
who:. unfeigncdly \ſtrives' to, do. more, and 
when he does mall, is heartily grieved he docs, 
ſo ltle,... Here; a,truq Repentance paſſes for. 
Performance, , and Will; grow up- to..1t : A fin- 
CCre Performange: is taken for Perte&tion, and 


#, 


"- 


-* * . % 


will cnd.n it,., The Decd is commanded : But 
the, Wyll is often accepred;,tor the Decd, by. 
im, Wha both makes+.us.to Will, and to Do 
of his gaod Pleaſure. , 

Under the Lay, the; Tagk was rigorouſly 
cxadteg, z,, but tgri.lgfs Proviſion made 'for 
Help tp, ad; or, Strenath-;to ſuſtain, or Re- 
ward+tq; incourage. the Docrs of it. Under 
ts, GAs! gh mare 15 to þe_ done, many. 
new Commands are impoſed :.Yet the Work 
6 IE, is mpch.marg feaſible z it,we will La- 
bour 10; 2c od varncft,, our Infirmieics will be 
ſupportc,, Qur, Lemaptagons brought within 
opts QB ping, forgiven, Our Spiritual Es 

ENNCs, .QVCrcome,. and Heavenly Grace be- 
towedinpon us, by Iim,! whoſe Grace is ſuft- 
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There the greateſt' Righteonſneſs, that Men; 
of themſelves could attain to, was deficient: 
Here indeed the greateſt Righteouſneſs of our: 
own: 15 not meritorious: Yet the lealt ſhall-be, 
rewarded, 1f pure and unfeigned, and ſprinkled” 
with the Blood of the immaculate Lamb. That 
Lamb of God has taken on: himfelf our Offen- 
ces ; and- will impute to us his own Merits : 


To bring about which happy Exchange, it is 


# 


he only, not we, that has faffered. - By his 


| Stripes we are- healed, the Chaflifement of our 


Peace was upon him. He was puniſhed. for 
what we doll; and what we'do well, we do. 
it noe, but Chriſt that ſtrengthens us : Yet not- 
he, but we alone ſhall receive the Recom- - 
pence of what he enables us ro. do. © 

Thus by the wonderful Compaſſion, thie. 
unſpeakable Condeſcention of God himſelf, you. 
ſee, *tis poſſible for - us frail, and finfut Crea- 
of God," and the things our. 
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ſhould make uſe of this Poſſibility, not. as. an 
Argument to.. incourage. our 'Induſtry, and 
Watchfulneſs over our own Hearts and Lives, 
but to increaſe our Negligence, and Spiritual 


Pride; for too many: have.turned the Grace of 54... 


God it ſelf into Laſciviouſneſs. 
W herctorc as the Poſbbility of - doing this 
may juſtly ſerve to prevent our Deſpair,and te- 
raiſc. our Hopes, ſo the Neccſlity of our doing 
it may. welt.keep: us from Carclctsneſs, or Ar- 
rogance. And. ought not the joint Gonſide- 
ration both of.the Poſſibility and Neceſſity.to 
excite our utmoſt Endeayours, not only in 
the Belicf, but.in -the Practiſe of. Religion 2: 
This bang; not as ſome have eſtcemed it;.on- 
ly a-Legal,. but: the true Evangelical way to 
Heaven. | 

© E doubt not but you arc {cnſible on what 
dangcrous and flipgery Ground..I am- now 
walking... You. cannot. be 1gnorant, that, as - 
the ſeveral :Partics, and: Diviſions of -Chriſters 
dom, for their own-private Intereſts, not for 
the Benefit-. of . the whole Chriſtian Charch, 
have diſordered the great Doctrines .of .Faith 
and Works,. it 1s very: difficult to ſpeak*. of 
chem without ſome Ottence, wuthour falling 
into ſome one or other of. the Snares that have - 
been, laid in. theſe Paths, which. ſhould.. have 


been. ; 


"og too 


o 
a. 
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been the leaſt Intricate, the: moſt Direct, the 
ſmootheſt Paths. to Eternal Late..:;- ::- 

Is there any one Article 'of Rebigion;. that 
ought to- have been freer from the -Deytces, 


_ and «croſs Inventions of: Men ? That ought 
to have been delivered more'plainly and Go 


ply, and cntertained' with leſs Dive than 
che great fundamental Truth, of - the good 
Agreement, and Correſpondence of Belict, 
and Practiſe towards Salvation? And yer there | 
is ſcarce any one of all che:Doctrines of Chriſt, 
wherein-the Fancics'of Mcn.have been-: more 


Luxuriant, and 'their Opinions more Contra- 


dictory and Perplexed. Scarce in any one 
other Point could. our. Diffentions have been 


more - hazardous: Yet. in no_other, that ] 


know of, have Chriſtians more diflented 
among themſelves : ; and that almoſt In every 


Communion, CE oa gk 


To reparr-theſe Breachcs, ta reſtore. Unity 
to: all Chriſtendom 1n theſe Queſtions, JS above 


'the reach of the higheſt Underſtanding, bt 


yond the Ability of the largeſt Chanibe::. " That 
can only AOW: be the Sub) ect of 'our Withes 
and Prayers, - butinor” of our Hopes, on any 
ground of Human-Probability. | 
However, thus far we of - Church have 


reaſon wo- ble, aid praiſe Almighty God, that 


from 


n Xe Eck a wy , ms Jr _ _ 
 MECIIINIEN ie ts es —_— ig. 6 
. 


th. 


the KIN G and &U FE-F-1V. zI 


from 'the very beginning/of the Reformation, 
t was by him at firſt dire&ted, and has ever 
fince continued in the moſt Temperate, and 
therefore OrthodoxJudgment, intheſe weigh- 


ry Tots; whereof the yery weight, unduly 


Poized,' ' has carried too many, others to the 
one, of the other extreme. 


_ And though there be very many Proofs, 


yet there can be none greater, of the Chriſtian 
Moderation, the truly Catholick Charity, the 
Divme Aſſiſtance, by which our Church has 
been ever ſince Guided to this very day, than 


that it has been able to ayoid all thoſe fatal 


Rocks, on all ſides of it, in theſe Controvyer- 
fies, on which fo many of its Adverfaries have 


Works to the obſcuring of Grace, and the 
weakning of Faith by Merit; or, on the 
other, by advancing an idlc arrogant Faith, 


ſplitted ; exther, on the one fide, by cxtolling 


and thinking too meanly of all manner of 
Morality, 1n a pretended fear of placing Me- 


rit in good Works, but indeed, in a real fear 
of going to the Pains and Charge of them. 
But our Church, according to its uſual 
Temper in all other Points of Religion, judg- 
ing frota the umform Voice of the Scripture, 
and the Conſent of uncorrupt Antiquity, not 


trom any preſent heat of falſe Inſpiration, or 


proſpect 
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-proſpect of Secular Profit, or Intcreſt, in this 
alſo. has held the Scal.'s with ſo even. a Hand, 


as to allow .both to.Faith, and Works their 


full due, without ſuffering them to invade 


each others Province.; and having once de- 
termined on the right way, and purpoſe of 


-uſing and applying both, as it has thence- 


forth, 1t 15 never jealous of any ill Effects, 


- which the largeſt Meaſures either of our Be- 


lict, or Practiſe can produce. 
Now .then, according to the. Excellent In- 


{Aruction of fo ſure a Guide, my third and laſt 


particular 1s to make out the neceſſary Obliga- 
tions we all lie under, not only to believe the 
Doctrinal, but to do the Practical Things of 
Religion. dt 
Firſt, indeed, I muſt again repeat that,which 
can never be too frequently inculcated on our 
Memorics, as being the moſt certain, the on- 
iy Foundation of this whole Doctrine ; that 
ncither our ſtrongeſt, our trueſt Belief in our 
Saviours Word, or Merits, nor our moſt 
complear doing his Will, and Sayings, are of 
themſelves able to ſave us, as they proceed 
from us, as they are the Thoughts, or Actions 
of our own Minds, or Hearts, or Hands, but 
only as they are Sanctified by his Death, and 
wrought by his Holy Sparit 1n us. _ 
| Is 
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-i; This ſeems to be undeniably manifeſt from 
the whole Tenor of the Goſpel, which very 
frequently declares, That only the Price of his 
thoft | Precious Blood, and the Imputation of 
his] Unvaluable Righteouſneſs, can Atone for 
the beſt of our Thoughtsand Deeds, and make 
them acceptable ; nay, even tolerable in the 
{ight of God. 
-iFar' be it: then from us to imagine, that 
our Salvation can be deſerved by our ſelves ; 
that:any degree of our Faith, or Hope, or 
Charity, can of it (clf, for its own Value, be 
eflic&tual to fo high'an end. Eternal Life, in 
the:Kingdom of Heaven, 1s due to neither of 
them on their own account, as a Reward, 
which they have any right of themſclves to 
challenge, hut -only. -as it was Purchaſcd for 
us by God the Son, ' and therefore Promiſed by 
It. is that Promiſe of God the Father, found- 
«(aft his :Sons ; Mediation and Satisfaction, 
which: alone':can-give us affurance to lay hold 
omthe: Mercy of God. That, indeed, goes 
muchifarther, : gives us boldneſs cyen to Ap- 
peal to his Juſtics, and, upon ſome tcrms, to 


clauh our Salvation from it. But without 


thavPurchaſe of ithe Son, and:Premiſe of the 
Father, Gods yery Mercy were an unar+ 
TRE) E proachs'>:c. 
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proachable, his Jaſtice were a terrible Attri- 
bute ;- without that Purchaſe, and that Pro- 
miſe, Is Mercy 1t ſelf could not be for us; 
his Juſtice would have been dire&tly againſt 
us ; without them, our beſt Works were but 
polluted Imperfections ; our firmeſt Faith were 
but a groundleſs. Preſumption.. 

But now, Secondly, 1t may be ſafely add- 
cd, That: although neither our believing 
aright, nor our doing well, are of themfelves 
ſathcienr, as they come from us, yet as. they 
are both hallowed, and preſented to God by 
him, who 1s our great High Prieſt, ſo. con- 
ſidered, they. are both. effectual, and both of 
abſolute neceſſity to Salvation. 

They arc- both, EF fay, necefflary. How, in 
what manner, or to what degree, it 1s: hard 
to define :- But the main Truth 16 ſelt. ſhould 
be fixed, and unqueſtionable, that they. are 
both neceflary.. Andt-1s-in this. cafe as-1n all 
other Religious Matters, from the-main Truth 
it ſelf, not from any Nice, or Subtil. Specula- 
tion of the manner of it, that: the- great-bene- 
fit will ariſe to our Souls, to help our Unbe= 
lief,, to animate our Diligence. rel 

That Faith is neceflary, I need not here 
ſpend time in proving ; this Truth, among us; 
being confefs'd by all. The great ny 
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:been concerning the Practical Effects of Faith; 


Moſt of thoſe, . who deny them to be neceſla- 
ty, fancying that: they cannot be ſo, but only 


-an the account bf Merit, And thete lycs the 
-Error-;./Þor the-Works of Picty; and Charity, 
may, be; and are. many waysneccſlary, yer not 
n:the leaſt Meritorious. 3; 

+2;;They are not- only: a—_— to a Chriſtian 


Life, ftorithe Benefit of [Mankind 1n general, 
For the Conviction of Gain-ſaycrs, for the 


Eonyerſion of :the prophane World, for the 


Htlionor -,of- the:Goſpel, that 'men ſeeing your =O. 


good works, may glorify your Father which is in 
Heawen ;;lþut they arc nectflary, as the only 
lgns to. diftingmiſh ;the true Faich from the 
Falſe;;:, and/as Productions that Infallibly will 


gray; upanthe True:;:: [They are not only ne- 


Sanctification, bur. as the indiſpenſable condi- 
tian, though not the cauſe, of our Juſtifica- 
won: - :A:condition, Tay, on ourparts, which 
6 therefore | indiſpenſable, becauſe required of 
us by the poſitive, and-. frequent Commands 
of our, Bleſſed Saviour, who, unqueſtionably, 
had-power to impoſe, what, cerms | he pleaſed, 
en.that.Salyation;' which hc alone was to be- 
Rew,:and had bought at ſo dear a Rate. 


cefſfary,.: as the: micans, | and matter of our 
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doing the- VVill of God, and our Obedience 


Let us. but do what Chriſt and his Heavenly 
to a. right end, and the whole 


_ gate, that they are the only Men tight 


For the ſc, and other fuch Reaſons, -our 


co our Lords Precepts, 1s neceflary;. - without 
any the leaſt thought of Meriting by it,”or. 
without being in the leaſt apt to ineline:- Men: 
to. think ſo, if all this be Evangelically-done. 


Father have injoined us, nm a ne, : 
Goſpel: will Abfolve us from any danger of- 
intruding ; will free us from any: defire to in- 

erude on Is Alk-fufhicient Sati n+ Fu. 
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rather quite the contrary; © 0: ND 

They who ſhall obey. Gods Laws, inthe 
way that he has traced out, wall be ſo far from 
preſuming they can thereby deſerve-any-thing, 
much more from thinking they — 
ly: dif 
pofed to diſtruſt themſelves, and to be deeply 
fenfible they can never do enough. None 


| but good Works, fallly arcogantly 


done, {ingly relied on, can provoke 'Men to a 
Proud, over-weening Confidence of Merit's 
and fo Men may Err the fame way, -m reſpe&t 
of Faith it felt. There may be- an exceſs. in 
er nſting to the fingle Intereſt, and Operation 
of ſome kind of Faith, as much as in confiding 
mn the ſingle efficacy, or deſerts of any kind of 
good Work. *__ —_— 
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- Thirdly, Therefore as Belief in the Di- 
vine Truths, anda Practical Obedience to the 
Divine Laws, may both, . be cqually abuſed, 
and yet are in themfelyes both. gas Grieg, 
they are notabaſed-;'fo they.atenot only both 
neceſlary, but- they do not in the leaſt croſs,. 
or hinder,. they- mutually: affiſt,” and promote * 
cach'other 'S4 indecd,. they are both always:1n-.- 
m_____— 7 ——_ 

And the Mcthod of: the great Myſtery- of- 

our Redemption. will make this apparent, - 
our- Lord Chriſt did pay. a Ranſom <qual to- 

the Sins of the whole World : None can. in- - 
joy the benefit "of that Ranfom,. unleſs rhey- 
apprehend-it by a'lively Faich. No Faith can 

be, Iively; . except” 1t' work. by Love, except iit 


Holy 'Life.".'\,- TIN, COS FR oY 


- And thas all myght be reconciled. Chriſt: 
is the only Anthor of our Salyation : Faith is - 
the principal Inſtrument, as I'may call it, of- 
conyeymg 1t tons. Works are -the certain. 
Conſequences, the Evidences, the Life, the - 
Conſummation of a Saving: Faith... 

I fay-it again : Had it not been for the Pro-. 
pitiatory Death of the great Mefſlas, . there 
had bcen no Salvation for any. Man. . His is - 
the only © fauing name under Heaven ; without ' 
my Faith to ay bold on. that Propitiation, 


there. 
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| there will be no Salvation, for. me : "without 
| my Living anſwerably, my. Faith were dead, 
| and uſeleſs. 'If there were no Mediator be- 
tween God, and Man, there could be no 
Ground for our. Hopes to; $row upori., It 
there be no Faith; there can.be no Root of 
: of our Hopes. If there: be no. pets Life, there 
| will be n6 Fruir of him. ; And Ier.us all be. 
$414 ware. ” For in the Words immediately | before 
my Text, our Saviour lays this down, as the 
only diſtinguiſhing Character, berwcen his ge- 
nuine Diſciples, and. Hypocries, i By their , 
Fruits ye ſhall know. them: 1. 
| The Conctuſion of the whole Es Is Gy 
That 35 the only fixed, thriving, ſaving Rehi, 
g10n, "where neither of theſe is wanting. 
|  rrueChriſtian Faith, and true Chriſtian Works 
|” do not only well agree; but cannax, indeed. 
diſagree. From that Faith which 1s det etive 
Wn rowards our juſtification, Works-may, be, di- 
| Mftinguiſhed, they may be divided z and. that. 
418 Diviſion makes the Defect. But of that Faih. 
which is ſufficient, Works area very material 
Part ; they ſeem to be the Laſt, 'the Finiſhing | 
Part, the very PerfoCtion, of At. ts "FiÞ's 
World. 
Tis 1s the old, Cans certain, Method of 
Salvation ; This the only direct, uncrring Way 
tO Heaven ; This thc DoSiyne,. which Fg 


one, Voice, and; one; Conſort, ue Charch 
: teaches. and profefles. This Doctrine lct us. 


NOC 
Si ſs } 
Cx 4 4a 4% 


_ can only be efficacious, when they arcunited. 


us conſider one another to provoke.wnto Love, and 
to good Works. There: 1s our. Doing, and our 
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profeſs : But Ict us not only profeſs it. Let us. 

fatally miſtake 1n-placing qur gterna} Safe- 

* >. Fo ned Bu - OY \ hs 4 i. Cav « Ti LS | | 4 
ither of theſe things ſcparated, which 


See, I pray, how cxactly 1n all theſe Parti- 


cilars, he Auchorto the Hebrews has deferib- 
ed the whole Compaſs: of our Dury inthis.re- 
ſpedt, . Let as hold faſt the Profeſſion - of our ns:16, 


Faith without wavering.: Therc 18 Our Profeſ. ” 3: 
ſing, and Believing him to be the Lord. Ler , 


244, 


careful Endeavors that others.ſhould do rhe- 
Will of God, by Love, and. good Works.; 
which (if 1 might. be allowed) I would. ven- 


ture to call the very Wil of the Will of God, 


in-relation.to our Practiſe. cowards Men. 
And after all, he adds, that we ſhould: not». :,, 


forſake the Aſſembling our ſelves together > 1N-OL- 
der ſtill to call him Lord... 


Such are the regular Steps that lead us in - 
the Way: to Lite and-Happineſs. Worksmuſt 
proceed from Fanh.. Faith muſt come by.hear. 
ing, hearing the Word of God : the Word. of 


God-;either as it is{poken from God to. the Peo... 


ple, in. the Churchics tcaching- whereby. our. 
Saviour i declared'ta be the Lord ; or ſpo- 

on Sano hs. | Sz 
F. - 
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there will be no Salvation for me :. "without 
my Living anſwerably, my. Faith were dead, 
_ and aſeleſ. It there were no Mediator be- 
tween God, and Man, there could be no 
Ground for our Hopes to; grow upor., If 
there be no Faith, OR can T no Root of 
of our Hopes. If there: be no good Life, there 
will be no Teak of then. - And-lIet. us all be- 
ware. © For in the Words immediately before 
my Text, our Saviour lays this down, as the 
_ only diſtinguiſhing Character, between his gCe- 
nuine Diſciples, and Hypocrites , By their , 
Fruits ye ſhall know them: 

The Concluſion of the whole Marter is RE 
That 3s the only fixed, thriving, faving Reli- 
210n, where anithice of theſe is wanting. ' A. 
cruc Chriſtian Faith, and true Chriſtian Works: 
do not only well agree ; but cannox,, indeed, 
diſagree. From that Faith which is  defeftive 
Fac" our juſtification, Works may be,di- 
ſtinguiſhed, they may be divided 3 and that 
Divrlion makes the Defect. Bur, c af that Faich. 
which is ſufficient, Works are a very material 

Part ; they ſeem to bc the Laſt, the Finiſhing 
Part, the very Perfection, of It In. thus 
World. 

This is the old, ſecure; certain, Method of 
Salvation ; This the only dirc&t, uncrring Way. 
tO Heaven ; This thc Doctyne, viyeh with 
one. 
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- ene. Voice, and.: one' Conſent, our Church 
teaches. and profefſes. This Doctrine let us. 
profeſs : But lct us not only profeſs it. Let us 
nor fatally miftake in. placing qur grernal Safe-. 
ty on. x. OE of theſe things ſeparated, which 
can only be cfhcacious, when they arcunited.. 
Sec, I pray, how exactly in all theſe Parti- 
culars, the Author to. the Hebrews has deſcrib- 
ed the whole Compaſs: of our Duty in this. re- 


ſpect, . Let ws hold faſi the Profeſſion - of our ns. 16. 
Faith without wavering.. There 1s our Profeſ-” ** 
ſing, and Believing tim to be the Lord. Let ,.... | 
ws conſider one another to provoke. unto Love, and It 
to good Works. There 1s our Doing, and our  |\| 
careful Endeavors that others ſhould do the- 

Will of God'; by Love, and. good Works:.. 

| which (if I night be allowed) I would. ven- 

ture to call the yery Will of the Will of God.. 

in-relation to our Practiſe towards Men. 

And after all, he adds, that we fhould: not.y. :,. 
forſake the Aſſembling our ſelves together ; in or- 
der ſtill to call him Lord.. m_ 

Such are the regular Steps that lead us in 
the Way: to Life and-Happineſs. Works muſt 
procced from Faith.. Faith muſt come by.hear- il 1 13 
ing, hearing the Word of God : the Word of _ 1M 
God-cither as it 1s{poken from God to the Peo-- SE 
ple, in the Churchics tcaching- whereby. our 
Sayiour 3s declared ta be the. Lord ; or ſpo- 
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ken to GBd:?! 262 30 by the People 'in "the 
Churches Prayers, -whercin he is owned to be 
ML 
© Thais thelitet-us 5 acknowledge dit" Lort's 
Redemprion® openly, 'and cheartully, as Glo- 
rying 1n the Croſs, which was once he Scan- 
4al of the World. Let us lay held -on' the 
Merits of his Death, 'and apply 7 TITS ro 
our ſelves. But then let us not fit d&wh; and 
do no more, and'go no farther, than ſixth a 
-general Aﬀiance in his Redemprion, Or bold 
Application of his Mertts to our ſelves, | 

Lct us adore hisever-bleffed Nanie withour 
ceaſing. Let us affectionately perform all the 
public Dutics of- his Worlkip, and Practiſe. 
Bur let us not think it enough,” - only to. ob- 
ſcrye the. public Parr of then: * For although 
allctrue Chriſtians” 'ate*bound ro do that, yet 
cyen Hypocrites may. courierteit it. ',* 

Let us call hini Lord, ag ordy fg to the 1t- 
Teproveable Ufe, and' OY & of gur oOwh 
hunch - according to the" Primitive Sound- 
neſs'of its Faith, and . Sacraments ; the Apo- 
ſtolical Antiquity of its Maiiftr and Cora. 
ment; F-, CO and. .Truly ah &* 5 Ex- 
tent of its Charity ; the intelligible EC 
and Spiritual 7 FU of Ne Dd ent Tp 

In "al theſe, let us Eontinye” untridyeably 
frm againſt the manifold Corruptiofs wy ITS 

Adyer- 


EP - 


"45. Ab 


F* 
; 
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Adverſarics, Yet let-us.not anly employ our 
Time and Thoughts, to oppoſethemin Words, 
but to adorn this by our Works. Let us re- 
member that Religion confiſts not only in Ne- 
gative, but alſo in Affirmative Duties ; not ſo 
much. in_Cenſuring others for what th y lay, 
or do 1ll, as in ſaying, and doing well our 
{clves ; not ſo 65. 4 in Diſcoyering the Errors 
of other Churches, as in Belicving the Truths, 
and obeying rhe Rules of our own Church. 

Let 'us Fen mn our Souls a conſtant and 


ſtable Belicf in the Divine Promiſes , and 


Truths. But let us not fer.up gur Reſt in a 
naked unaftiye Belief. - For not only Hypo- 
crites, : but the Devils themſclves may -have 
{ome kind of Farth: *Tis ſaid, the Devils be- 
lieve.. - But 1t 1) never ſaid, they wrought any 


$ood ogrk: ; Farth they may haye in ſome 


And what it 1s .cahe for the [Devils themſelves 
to/atrain. tg, 18.34, not. alſo poſſible for them to 
make cyen wicked Men to umntate? 

But Jes Us Expect |tO pe ; fayed only by the 
Way which Chriſt hunſelf has appointed : by a 
particular 'Truſt jn his Atonement, and alſo, in 


ſome Senſe, by.our own Actions of Humility,. 


and Charity; by his Suftcrings and alſo, jn 
fome Senke, by [our pwn Obcdience. Ina ve- 
ry fcnder Senſe indeed it is our own. The an 

.Þ V1 


ort ; Real Goodane(s they cannat have in any. 
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vi of kli$'tob"u 64rd! M[Cogd TUO: 7 
Jy our Savioursyel ugh 


Incerprexationn, he” pefinurs "1s" to calltt'ours. 
"There'is no /queftien,” but he has Tuficient- 
lj Was phe cit Bal Oh {6f 2h YEEWe 


ilp.2. tbo x  eegy! ear ho-wdrg out "bale 


Subuation. ' In whit mole are we to work? 
with fear, and - tre ge hich 'allows no 
Place for' UB6ut Few: 2 


yu-# 


ruou8"iScchfitf? 7" wets 
work Tr follows; fort it is "Go that woke in us 
both to will. "nd to. id We afe to work; be- 
eafiſe | God/9760ks?2! for” Ke Nicht v Py, hte. 
<6 had  hIYE thc not 
work at all. 2Godl i; | 
the __ Whag A remains Fs us to work? 
Yes, -ver oe freeft' Grace is. 4 fo 
RARE; pod loc of hec of the fel [c:PoE 
our: Duties'; rather 4t'18.* emit powerful 
Arg ument, wo awaken Yy$to'6ur 1 al 
| "He Roo At Ns tote he 
1a E & Ye to 16 
cone eh dang 1251't 7k rit 
any thing. 2Biit We oudht'to'do 2 Allt' i '1n Obe: 
Ferice: PF Gratitude ml he pore 40. be- 
eale:Chat hitifelf has pi provided; tha we thall 
recd/hS other) elenies {but "6; : wp ti ) Dis 
Adis not Rd Word 6f God: fall of 
Exhortations to: ſuch! a kind: of fruitful Rehgi- 
on 


? 
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et rj y contemplativer; neyerito\any 
pl or 96 Courſe of Living: but often to 


avclling,.. to Fusþandryz © 
Vineyarg,. to dE A 


m9!':to Build- 


Wi to a. Warfare, and 9 oy "Al of them. 
A 


ysof Lite, chat confiſt nor in, mcer-Specu- 

ERP, of Bn and Profeſſing, but. in Pra- 

induſtt 0us INE :alkof+ them - la- 

Ak, Callings, .and profitable. not only £0 
themſelves, bur to the. "World: 4n general... 

. Thoſe Joys of Heaven,; Ky which. We all a G- 

(pi ire; and. which as = JS AS,ALG wiſe wall 

a A arc often, 


the: Frnd 0 f. Our Race, .and.the like. Ang what 


docs.all thi ; reach, ns, .but-chat in this Life we 
ſhould L: oy and. wow fervent. Conention, 


with inde 

the Wc 
Conſ1d 

great CI the Kin dom.:of Heaven," xe- 

he Goſpel, Ip 

himſelf wall 3254 the one,” and allow the 0- 

ther at-the, Day:of Judgment : 


cf Code Commandments 2 
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Js Bp ae hour: thi Ws 
as tc. 1574 feldnn,,compared T9) 


(0, -Digging 1 1N:4 


& 1n 9criprure.a Reſt 
from our Labours, the Prize of 'our high Calling, 


gable Ambition, ſtrive, and;run'in 
beſcech you, . wha are the two, 


ercobt our Lord: Chriſt. 
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vibof iris too truly'otrs:: 'the'Good'is entire- 
ly our Sayjours;thotigh iti his moſt gracious 
Interpretation, he permits us to call1t'ours. 
There'1s no_queſtion,/ but he has ſufficicnt- 
ly wrought out-Gur'Salyation'for us:' YEtwe 


"272.2. TOO Are- expred}y * ebrninianded! to work! out "07 


Salvation. - In what manner” are we to work * 

with fear, and trembling ; -which 'allows no 

Place for ll:$founded: Aflurante, or prefump- 
tuous ' Sechfaty! For) whit! reaſon are we'to 
work ? It follows, for" it is God that works in. us 
both 10 will, and to'do. Weate to work; be- 
eaſe God works - tor which very Pretence, 

to many have thou ghy "that they"neednor 
work at all. God potle in'ns, both the Will ahd 
the Deed. Whatthen remains for us to work? 
Yes, very much.” His freeff' Grace'is nat'in- 
conſiſtent with our- 'Performince of the | [calt of 
our Durics'; 'rather 4t'is "the mot" ' powerful 
Argument to awaken us to- our Dity. 

He has done all for as” nd the more. he 
has done, the tire oaght w 'to "0. Je Is 
confeſſed,” Ween 'dommethin ng;/'that' will terit 
any thing.” Bit we' 6 ought to'do all; in Obe- 
dicnce, and Gratitude : and *the'more fo, be- 

cauſe: Chriſt himſelf has provided, that ye thall 
nccd no other Merit: Bur his, 712504415 

Ah is not the whole'Word 6f God fall of 
E2 hortations to-ſuch' a kind-of fruitful Religi- 
on 
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on 2 Not; only the polite Preceprs, ey the 
very Simifirudes of it are, cnough to inform us, 
which is the true Holinebs, that.God will ac- 
ccpt and reward. For ;t roughout the Go- 
ſpel,. a Chriſtian; Like is: {eldom. compared to 
any Art mcerly contemplative; never to any 
idlc, or uſeleſs Courſe of Living: but often to 
Travelling, to, Husbandry; to, Digging in a 
VIngyarg, to Plowing and Sgwing; to Build- 
toa Warfare, and the like : All of them 
Way 7sof Life, that conſiſt nor in meer SpeCu- 
Pray .OT. Talking and Profeſling,. but in Pra- 
&ie, and induſtrious Pains: -all of | them la- 
borious: Callings, and profitable. not only to 
chemſelves, bur to the World in genera! 
Thoſe Joys of Heaven, tg, which We all - 
ſpire, and which as many of us as.arg wiſe will 
provide. for, are often called: in Scripture.a Reſt 


from our Labour, the Prize of our high Calling, 


the End of our Race, and the like. And what 
docs all this reach us, . but that in this Lite we 
ſhould Labour; and with fervent Co NIC N, 
with indcfatig >able Ambition '{trive, and run'in 
the Ways of ” ods. Commandments 2: 

Conſider, 1 bcſceech you, what are the two 
grcat.Pleas.to the Kingdom of Heave en, TE- 
ENS n the Goſpe], whereot our ! Lord Chriſt 
himſelf will reject the one, and allow the 0- 


ther at-the Day of Judgment ? 
F 2 What 
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What Plea will he reje& ? In the Words 
next afrer my Text, 1t 18 written, Many mill 
ſay to me in that Day, Lord, Lord, have we 
not By the way here alſo theſe Hypoctires 
did twice repeat this Word of Refpect; faying, 
Lord, Lord: Whereas I do not remember, 
that his truc Diſciples did any where falute hitn 
more thah ſingly Lord, or Maſter. - An Hy- 
pocrite will be fure to fay enough, rather too 
much than too little, and over-laying, nay; 0- 
ver-doing is aquite differentthing from faying, 
or doing well. But----Many will fay to-me tn: 
that day, Lord, Lord, have we ttt Prophefjed in 
thy Name ? and in thy Name have caſt out De-- 
vils ? and in thy Name done many wonderful 
things ? But then fays he, T7 will profeſs 20: 
them, I never knew you; depart from me, ye- 


that work Iniquity.. Ye that work Iniquity.. We 
do not find he denies, that they had: thoſe ex- 
traordinary Abihties: but we do find, they: 
were of no Confidcration. with him, becauſe: 
their ordinary Works were Evil. 
That 1s the Plea he will refuſe ;, what will» 
he approve? In St. Marth. 25. *tis ſaid, That 
when the Son of man ſhall come in his glory; and 
all the holy Angels with him, ther ſhall he ſit up- 
on the throne of his glory. And before him ſhall 
be gathered all Nations ;. and* he ſhall ſeparate- 
them one from another, as a ſhepherd druideth. 
bis 
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bis ſheep from the goates ; and' be- ſhall ſet the 


ſheep on his right hand ; but the goates on the 
left. Then jball the fig fay .to them on his 
right hand, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inhe- 
it the Kingdom prepared for you from the foun- 
dation of the World. 

In fo ſolemn an Appearance of God; An- 
gels, and Men ;. in fo great an. Expectation, 
- What is the Cauſe of this moſt gracious Inyi- 
tation 2 What the Ground of their Title to 
this moſt Glorious Inheritance 2 It. 
follows. For, ſays he, Twas fins. 4 


and ye 


igave me meat; 1 was thirfly, and ye gave me 
Drink: I was a flranger, and ye t00k me in ; na- 


hed, and ye cloathed me : I mas fuck; and 'ye viſht- 


ed me :. I mas in priſon, and:ye came wnto. me. © 


- 


They really had done all this:in our SaZ 


wiours ſenfe. But fo far were they from an: 


undue confidence of deſerving Heaven by it, 
that they doubted, . they feared they had not. 
done it. Lord, fay they, when ſaw:we thee an 
hungred, and fed thee? or thirſty, and gave thee 
drink;? when ſaw we thee a ſtranger, and rock 
thee in ? or naked, and clothed thee ** or when 
ſaw. we. thee ſick, or in priſon, and came unto 
tbee.? He pities-their fears, he clears up their 
doubts : He moſt mercitully Anfwers, Verily 
I: ſay unto you, inaſmuch - as ye: have done it to 


one. of. the. leaſt. of. theſe: my Brethren; ye-have- 


done it t0. me:-. 


clently 
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'. This, you \perceive, whileſt even Super- 
-hatural Gifts alone may be deteQtive ; whileſt 
-e&ven :the.power.\ of. Miracles 4t ſelf'\ will. \not 
ſerve the turns. the-honeſt,: and plam-A&ions 

of Piety, and Gharity; performed to the leaſt 

Member of our Lords Myſtical.Body, tor:his 
. fake,' ;haye a true and undoubted. Title'to !Sal- 
(Vamon: tt! 6G 25/1; I/ Ons: iu 
- And if without doing this, and whatever 

clſe' our Saviour has ſaid, the. very prophecying 

of. things :to come, the: caſting out of Devils, the 
- doing many wonderful things; ' and - all this in 
.Chrifts Name, -are not ſuthGcient, what.then 15 
_.a meer verbal repeating of his Name, or a bare 
approbation- of, . and conſent to his Doctrin, 

without doing what he. has ſaid Vx 
Wherefore, that'our claim may be ſure to 

that Evcrlaſting Kingdom, Ilet' us imitate his 

Example, and obey his Goſpel, in not onut- 
ting the proteſling part of Religion ; bur yer 

in preferring the believing, and the practiſing 
part-far before it. Let us:call him Lord, but 

chicfly .let.us do' the things*he has ſaid :'\Not 
only by ſaying to him Lord, but. by deing 
the VVill of 'his Father, let us firive to-enter 

into: the Kingdom of Heaven. Of which, I 

beſcech Almighty God, 'to make us all par- 

takers. Amen. 
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